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DVSS assists an average of 178 victims and their children each month.

October is 
Domestic Violence 
Awareness Month

Events
Take Back the Night
October - 13 Cover story

Silent Witness Exhibit
October 17 - Innis Park 12:30pm

Panelist: YWCA’s Potluck 
for Peace 

October 20—YWCA Bridge Center 
5:30pm


Appreciation Weeks
October 3-28

Media
Court & Judicial

Law Enforcement 
Community Partners 



Projects
Inter-Faith Awareness Days

October 9-11
Local Business 
Roadside Signs

Physician Outreach
For speaking opportunities or 
for Purple Ribbon Cards to 
distribute, please contact the 

Outreach Coordinator at 
910.343.9969 ext. 102.

In recognition of Domestic 
Violence Awareness Month 
and A Week Without      
Violence, Domestic Vio-
lence Shelter and Services, 
Inc., the YWCA, and the 
Domestic Violence Advoca-
cy Council invite the public 
to participate in the Silent 
Witness Exhibit. This event 
will take place on Monday, 

October 17th from 12:30-
12:45pm and will be held in 
Innis Park, located at 102 
North Third Street 
(adjacent to City Hall). At 
this time, advocates, family 
members, and various area 
officials will gather to     
remember women in North 
Carolina who were killed by 
an intimate partner. The 

Honorable James. H.    
Faison, III will offer a wel-
coming address. The Silent 
Witness Exhibit includes life
-size representations of 
those whose lives were tak-
en. By reading their names 
and stories, we honor them 
and are reminded of why we 
must work together to break 
the cycle of violence. 

T a k e  B a c k  t h e  N i g h t
The event will be hosted by 
WECT-TV 6/Fox Wilmington 
News Anchor Kim Ratcliff 
and features Keynote  
Speaker Monika Johnson 
Hostler, Executive Director 
of the North Carolina      
Coalition Against Sexual 
Assault. This family friendly 
event will also feature the 
music of Laura McLean, a 
longtime Take Back the Night 
Supporter, and other local 
performers. 
For more details, contact 
910.343.9969 

The 27th Annual Take 
Back the Night March 
and Rally will take place 
on Thursday, October 
13th at 7:00 p.m. at the 
New Hanover County  His-
toric Courthouse (corner of 
Third St. and Princess St.).
This year’s theme, Spark 
Creativity; Illuminate 
Hope, will celebrate the 
healing power of art and 
performance to transform 
trauma. Together, we will 
march through the streets 
of downtown Wilmington
— as survivors, friends, 

family, and community    
allies—to raise awareness 
about domestic violence. As 
the march concludes, we will 
gather in the courtyard of 
the NHC Courthouse for an 
empowering rally and     
candlelight vigil.

Silent Witness Exhibit
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D o m e s t i c  V i o l e n c e  

decades ago, served on 
our first Board of        
Directors, led the start-up 
of our first resale shop, 
Vintage Values on Castle 
Street, and lovingly    
prepared our current 
Shelter as a graceful  
haven from abuse. Her 
legacy reflects a model of        

Catherine Elizabeth 
“Betty” Evans Burney, a 
special friend of the  
Shelter, will always be 
remembered by us with 
great fondness and    
respect. Mrs. Burney was 
one of the “Founding   
Mothers” of our original 
Shelter over three      

kindness, compassion, 
and generosity, touching     
thousands of lives and  
making our community a 
better place. 

September 10, 1925 -
August 4, 2016

A  S p e c i a l  M e m o r i a l

Vo l u n t e e r  S p o t l i g h t

VOLUNTEERS
We are always grateful for 

the support from our 
wonderful volunteers—

who donated over 20,000 
hours of service in 2015.  
To become part of this 

rewarding experience or 
register for training (dates 
on the right), contact the 

Direct Services/
Outreach Director at 

910.343.9969 ext. 111.

Work on Wilmington

On April 29, 2016 over 20 volun-
teers with Work On Wilmington 
helped clean up the grounds at 
The Open Gate.

Ken Morris

Thank you to Ken Morris, who has 
been a dedicated and top notch 
volunteer to our agency for 10 
years.

CPA Day of Service

Board member, Melissa Dupuis 
and her coworkers volunteered at 
our Vintage Values Store in   
Monkey Junction on the CPA day 
of service.

V o l u n t e e r  
T r a i n i n g  D a t e

Saturday, February 4, 2017
9:00-4:00pm

Purple Ribbon of Excellence Award
Domestic Violence Shelter and Services, Inc. 
was recently awarded the inaugural Purple   
Ribbon of Excellence award by the Training and 
Education Committee of the North Carolina  
Domestic Violence Commission. The Purple 
Ribbon of Excellence recognizes programs  
exhibiting excellence in community education, 
outreach, and prevention related to domestic 
and sexual violence. The award focuses on  
program performance with respect to mission, 
collaboration, accessibility, and impact. DVSS’s 
programs include initiatives in elementary, mid-
dle, and high schools, as well as collaborations 
with the Cape Fear Community College 
EVOLVE group. We thank all our community 
partners.



I n s e r t  S i d e  A O p e n i n g  t h e  G a t e …

intag  al s sal  o s
W  always n  onations of g ntly s  lot s an  

o s ol  it ms t at ar  ital to o r sal s 
o rations

a  mor  a o t s on page 3 r  yo  ill fin  o r 
stor  lo ations an  o rs of o ration

We extend our sincere gratitude to all of the staff, faithful 
volunteers, and shoppers who continue to work to help 

make the stores an on-going success!!  
Those we serve receive needed items from the stores. 

an  yo  to all of o r  Donors an  rant n rs  n a ontin  ffort to tili  yo r g n ro s 
ontri tions to ro i  rograms an  s r i s for o r li nts   a   o t  to not rint o r onor list in 

t is n sl tt r to sa  on rinting osts  o  an fin  o r om l t  onor listing on o r sit  at 
om sti iol n ilm org  

Doors of Hope is a lann  i ing o i ty made up of a group of friends of the Shelter who support our efforts by 
including us in their estate planning.  A bequest is easy to arrange. Call the Development Director at 910.343.9969 ext. 
106 for a confidential conversation.

This beautiful, elegant poster is available as the perfect gift for friends, family, business associates or anyone 
you want to delight with the pleasures of local art for a worthy cause.  

Domestic Violence Shelter and Services, Inc. receives 100% of the proceeds.

Posters:  $20-plus tax ($21.40)
(Larger view available on our website)

Poster Size - 19” x 25”

To make your purchase, visit the Open Gate
(2901 Market Street, Monday-Friday 9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.)

OR
Order by mail:

Domestic Violence Shelter and Services, Inc.
PO Box 1555

Wilmington, NC  28402
Name:  _____________________________________________________________________
Street:  _____________________________________________________________________
City, State, Zip:  ______________________________________________________________

I will pick up my poster at the Open Gate. Enclosed is a check for $21.40 

Please mail my poster to the above address. Enclosed is check for $26.40 ($21.40 plus $5 shipping)

Contac t  the  De ve l opme nt  Di re c tor a t  910. 343. 9969 e xt . 106 or develop@domesticviolence-wilm.org

lt r U at s
Thanks to support from the City of Wilmington’s HUD grant 

rogram an  Ca  ar morial o n ation, we were able 
to recently update the plumbing system throughout the shelter.

lt r s
Immediate need for dressers/wardrobes. Please call 910-343-
9969 and ask to speak with the Development Director for more 
information.
Donations needed to fund interior painting throughout the 
shelter and necessary items for a kitchen renovation to ensure 
a safe and functional space for victims seeking shelter.

DVSS provides direct services including emergency shelter, crisis intervention, advocacy, and support groups.



I n s e r t  S i d e  BF a l l  E d i t i o n

2016 Holiday Honor Card Order Form
Honor those on your holiday gift list by making a donation, in their name, to Domestic Violence Shelter and 
Services, Inc.  Sponsored by Cunningham & Company Mortgage Bankers, the angel card images were 
created by children who resided in the Shelter.  

This creative alternative to buying gifts is ideal for loved ones, teachers, neighbors, and friends.  A colorful 
single angel will appear on the card cover.

Complete this form, include your gift donation, $5 minimum per card please, and mail to the address below or 
deliver to the Open Gate at 2901 Market Street (M-F 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.).   

Please include an additional sheet if necessary, or your mailing list or labels (preferred).
Name __________________________________________________________
Company _______________________________________________________
Address ________________________________________________________
City ____________________________________ State_______ Zip ________

We will mail the recipient a card from you with the following inside text:

Return completed form and donation to:  
DVSS  P.O. Box 1555  Wilmington  NC  28402 

For additional assistance, contact the Development Director at 910.343.9969 ext. 106 or develop@domesticviolence-wilm.org.

Sample Card Images
(Actual card size 4.25 x 5.5)

A gift has been made in your name to 
Domestic Violence Shelter and Services, Inc. by:
_______________________________________

(Please print your name on the line the way you want it to appear in the card.)
May the peace and hope this gift brings, be felt in your home throughout the 

coming year.

Angel drawn by a child 
staying in the shelter.

Use this creative gift      
alternative for your holiday 
gift-giving and support the 

Shelter in the process.
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S h e l t e r  W i s h  L i s t
Immediate Need For

**Dressers/Wardrobes (Please call 910.343.9969 and ask for the Development Director)**
Convertible Car Seat (new and in box) • Deodorant
Bar Soap • Toilet Paper • Shampoo & Conditioner

Paper Towels • Dishwashing Liquid • Laundry Detergent • Bleach • Non-perishable food items
Gift Cards

Gasoline Cards • AC Moore • Michael’s • Target • Wal-Mart • Kmart   
Household/Personal Care Items

Cleaning supplies with bleach:  Mr. Clean • Lysol Spray • Clorox Wipes
Twin & Double Size Bed Comforters • Twin Sheets with Pillow Cases • Pillows (new) • Bath Towels & Washcloths (WHITE 

only) • Baby Bottles (Even-Flo) • Sipper Cups (spill proof) • Paper Products (plates, cups, napkins, bowls)
Pots/Pan starter sets • Kitchen Trash Can (13-gallon) 

Furnishings
Pack and Plays (new) • Small Storage Containers   

Non-Perishable Food Items
Microwavable Soup/Pasta • Crackers Granola Bars • Pudding Cups • Juice Boxes • Snack-Size Bags of Chips

Delivery Procedure
We ask that you please deliver all donations, except food items, to our Vintage Values Resale Shops at the 

locations listed below.  For questions about the list, call 910.343.0703.
Thank you for your continued support!

609 Castle Street Monday-Saturday 10:00 a.m.– 5:00 p.m.

413 S. College Road 
(University Landing Center)

Monday-Saturday 10:00 a.m.– 6:00 p.m.

5226 S. College Road  
(Monkey Junction)

Monday-Saturday 10:00 a.m.– 6:00 p.m.

Holiday Giving Opportunities
The holiday season is always an exciting time for the agency and even more so for the families we serve. Beginning in November and spanning 
until Christmas we have opportunities for members of the community to play an active part in. 

Thanksgiving Basket Drive: The month of November has several different outlets for those who wish to give back. There is a Thanksgiving 
Basket Drive that begins Monday, November 1st and ends on Friday November 18th. The Thanksgiving Baskets consists of non-
perishable food items that can be used in a traditional Thanksgiving meal or gift cards to local grocery stores. These baskets are distributed to 
the clients we serve. In addition, during the month of November the Domestic Violence Shelter and Services staff hosts a Thanksgiving party 
for the women and children who attend our weekly Empowerment groups. The party takes place on Tuesday November 22nd and consists of a 
traditional meal, and socializing. Donations for a traditional Thanksgiving meal and Volunteers are needed to help set-up, clean-up and/or serve 
food during the event.

Christmas Adoption Program: The Christmas Adoption program is an amazing opportunity to give back and a great way to help ensure that 
families have a wonderful Christmas. Individuals or groups may decide to sponsor one or multiple families and children and provide them with 
items asked for from a wish list. There is no minimum or maximum amount a donor must spend, but we do require all items to be new. All 
gifts are dropped off at the Open Gate and begin in November and runs up until Friday December 16th.

If interested in any of the above opportunities and for complete details please contact Shanta Nowell at 910-343-0703. On behalf of the     
families who were helped we thank you for all that you have done in the past and all that you will continue to do to make our Holiday season a 
success.  We look forward to working with you and to making this season even better than the last!!

**DVSS provided emergency shelter to 185 women, 177 children and 1 man over the last 12 months.**



Board of Directors
President

Robert H. Weber, Jr.
Vice President

Karen Kirk
Secretary

Susan Willett
Treasurer

Kathleen Willison

Jen Adler
Arlene Anderson

Lucybeth Nieves Arriba, M.D.
Robert Clayton
Chasity Chase

Barbara Crawford
Jenny Creamer

Melissa M. Dupuis
Pamela A. Graham-Wilson

J. Michael Hutson
Maxine Mix

Jennifer Presnell
Nick Rhodes

Megan Toothman

Program Team
Executive Director
Mary Ann Lama

Operations & Development Director
Lauren Daley

Residential Services Director
Merry Whyte

Direct Services/Outreach Director
Amanda Houvouras

Administrative/Fiscal Director
Elaine Booth

Outreach Coordinator/Advocate
Andrea Stough

Shelter/Children’s Coordinator
Shanta Nowell

Underserved Victims Advocate
Voni Goodson-Simpson 

Court Advocate Prevention Specialist
Jennie Thomason Rickie Houston

Part-Time
Administrative Assistant • Rebecca Prevatte

Shelter Advocates
Shanell Burns • Easton Fitzpatrick • 

Jenna McPherson • Latasha Simpson • Meghann 
Small • Jada Taylor • Sabrena Walker

Office/Program Assistants
Louise D’Alesandro • Amy Taylor

Vintage Values Team
General Retail Manager

Billie Blackwell

Part-Time Staff
Castle Street Manager

Janet Lewis
Sales Associates

Jane Bruce
Jamie Collins

College Road Manager
Giselle Taylor

Sales Associates
Kristie Campbell

Saundra McDowell

Monkey Junction Manager
Deborah Joyner
Sales Associates
Theresa Irving

Cathy Pontecorvo

Domestic Violence 
Shelter and Services, Inc.

PO Box 1555
Wilmington, NC  28402

910.343.0703

The Open Gate
Outreach/Administrative Offices

2901 Market Street
Wilmington, NC  28403

910.343.0703 (crisis)
910.343.9969 (office)

910.343.9388 (fax)
www.domesticviolence-wilm.org 

Help us cut printing and mailing costs...
Join the growing number of readers who receive their newsletter via email.  To opt in, send 
an email to asst@domesticviolence-wilm.org with “DVSS via email” as the subject or 
within the body of the message.
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Remember to donate your gently used clothes and household items to our Vintage Values Resale Shops...See page 3.


